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None the less, these essays open up new and important fields of study, and
future historians will no doubt reap richer rewards from them.

Trinity College Orranpo FIGES
Cambridge

Don, Yehuda and Karady, Victor (eds). A Social and Economic History of Central
European Jewry. Transaction, New Brunswick, NJ, and London, 1990.
viii + 262 pp. Tables. Notes. Index. No price available.

RATHER than the attempt at a comprehensive history which its title suggests,
the volume under review constitutes a collection of eleven papers delivered at
an international conference held in Paris in August 1986 covering various
aspects of central European Jewry. ‘Central Europe’ is interpreted as the
domain of ‘the rather chaotic though fundamentally benevolent Habsburg
Empire’, concentrating on those territories now identified as Austria, Hun-
gary, and Czechoslovakia, and excluding ex-Habsburg areas since incorpor-
ated into Yugoslavia, Romania, and Poland. The chronological coverage runs
broadly from the Ausgleich of 1867 to the Second World War: although the
papers are equitably divided between the Habsburg and inter-war periods,
almost all attempt some broader assessment of the entire seventy-year longue
durée under review. The contributions vary considerably in nature and length,
ranging from detailed research papers to brief summaries of work in progress,
but their academic quality is generally impressive and consistently
stimulating.

The collection is not without its editorial shortcomings. The incidence of
typographical and spelling errors is unacceptably high. Some mistakes are
merely irritating (like the confusion between Biirgertum and Biigertum). A few
can be unintentionally amusing (like ‘social deceases’). Others seem inexplic-
able (like the inability to decide whether the name of one of the contributors is
McCagg or McKagg). There are also stylistic infelicities conventionally
associated with scholars whose first language is not English (and who cannot
be dissuaded from such archaisms as naught, behoves, nay and loath).
Moreover, it is surely standard practice for collections of conference papers to
include ‘Notes on Contributors’. Not to extend this familiar courtesy seems
particularly perverse on this occasion, with its pervasive, almost pungent
atmosphere of international and inter-generational personality clash.

It is this frisson of controversy reinvigorating an ‘orphan’ topic which is the
most engaging feature of the collection. Perhaps the paramount theme is the
degree to which Mitteleuropa was indeed ‘in the middle’ rather than ‘central’ for
its conspicuously non-monolithic Jewish population: far from exhibiting a
social, cultural, and especially religious solidarity, the ‘Habsburg Jews’ were
positioned disconcertingly between the Hassidic East and the Reformist West,
prompting a spectrum of responses from the disparate Jewish communities
which undermined any distinctive sense of ‘Habsburg Jewry’. Although the
collection is dedicated to emphasizing the diversity of the Jewish experience, it
cannot fail to illustrate the universal collapse in Jewish fortunes after what
appeared in retrospect as almost a heyday under the Habsburgs. The overall
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on US-Russian relations after the Russo~Japanese war. Chapter seven briefly
examines Lenin’s view of aspects of the USA — public libraries, Taylorism,
and land reform.

The book covers a wide spectrum and Mr Allen does not always seem to
have the background knowledge on which to base his judgements, though, to
be fair, he does frequently point out fruitful (in his view) areas for further
research. This reviewer constantly wondered whether Russian attitudes to the
USA were so consistently favourable as portrayed here. Interesting areas,
such as the experiences of Russians living in the USA at this time, and the
negotiations for the sale of Alaska, do not feature as largely as they might. In
spite of these deficiences, the book is an interesting contribution to a field not
especially rich in monographs.

Department of Russian JOHBN SLATTER
University of Durham

Koenker, Diane P.; Rosenberg, William G.; and Suny, Ronald Grigor (eds).
Party, State, and Society in the Russian Civil War: Explorations in Social History.
Indiana University Press, Bloomington and Indianapolis, 1989.
xiv + 450 pp. Index. $33.95; $12.50 (paperback).

THE social history of the Russian civil war has only recently attracted the
attention it deserves in the West. Problems of access to Soviet archives, and the
partisanship of Soviet publications on the civil war help to explain this neglect.
But the preoccupation of Western scholars with the political and ideological
aspects of the revolution also played its part, since this usually resulted in
histories of it breaking off in October 1917.

Today the importance of the civil war as a formative influence on the
development of the Soviet regime during the 1920s and, particularly, the
1930s, is commonplace among Western historians. Yet, compared with the
Stalinist period, surprisingly few have chosen to make a study of it since the
Soviet archives began to open up under the policy of glasnost'.

As its subtitle suggests, this collection of conference papers is only a foray
into the field, albeit a welcome and useful one. There are essays on a wide
variety of subjects, from food rationing to family relations, from Proletkult to
the professoriate. Leopold Haimson’s essay on the problem of social identities,
and Diane Koenker’s on de-urbanization, will already be well known to
specialists in the field, but they merit publication for a second time. Alexander
Rabinowitch’s paper on the Petrograd First City District Soviet, Mary
McAuley’s on the relationship between food supply and social consciousness,
and William Rosenberg’s on the background to the Tsektran dispute of 1920
are particularly valuable, bringing, as they do, a fresh approach to issues — in
this case the centralization of the party dictatorship, the origins of war
communism, and the trade union debate, respectively — which historians
previously looked at almost exclusively from the perspective of politics or
ideology.

Several aspects of the civil war are neglected, such as the peasantry, and the
Red Army itself, although both are acknowledged by Moshe Lewin in his
concluding essay to have played the vital role in determining its outcome.
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