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The book makes fascinating reading, however, as a study of the state of mind
of Got'e, and, one suspects, of much of the intelligentsia. It is a human
document describing the growing hardship of life and personal loss, including
the death of Got'e’s wife from diabetes in December 1919. It is also interesting
to see how, despite the lack of information (‘we are blind like moles’ [p. 222]),
the events of the Civil War looked to an intelligent member of the public, and
how his despair increased as his confidence in the Whites’ potential fell. One is
left with a regret at not being able to know how Got'e reacted to the next
twenty-one years of his life in the USSR.

Comprehensive footnotes to the diary are provided by Terence Emmons.

Department of History Evan MawpsLEY
University of Glasgow

Raleigh, Donald J. (ed.). A Russian Civil War Diary. Alexis Babine in Saratov,
1917-1922. Duke University Press, Durham, NC, and London, 1988.
xxiv + 240 pp. Bibliography. £23.95.

ALEX1s BABINE was a native Russian, educated in the United States, who
during 1917-22 found himselfin the Volga town of Saratov as an instructor in
English at the University (opened in 190g). His Diary — deposited in the
Library of Congress archives — is of historical importance, because it is one of
the very few surviving personal accounts of middle-class provincial life during
the revolution and civil war. This well-presented edition, with notes and a
preface by Donald Raleigh, a specialist on Saratov, is a welcome addition to
the memoir literature.

In literary terms, Babine’s diary is a poor relation to A. Okninsky’s little
gem (Dua goda sredi krest'ian, Newtonville, Mass., 1986. Facsimile of the Riga
edition of 1936), which is also set in provincial Russia during the civil war. Its
entries are short, fragmentary and irregular — titbits from overheard conver-
sations, rumours and stories, lists of food prices, etc. — so that the reader gains
almost no sense of the author’s own development, and little informed political
or social analysis. Babine’s anti-semitism, his hatred of leftist groups, and his
contempt for the lower classes do not help matters in this respect.

But, as Raleigh points out, if it is ‘used with the appropriate measure of
caution, Babine’s diary illuminates events, behaviour, and attitudes that take
onssignificance precisely because they were ordinary’ (p. xxii). Plenty of scenes
ring true: the bread queues, and people grubbing around for food; families
living in the corner of rooms; demobilized soldiers looting and murdering; the
terror in the provinces; and the human degradation of famine. These passages
convey a powerful and vivid impression of everyday life in revolutionary
Russia.
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